Letter to Applicants for the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts Transmission, July 11-17, 2020.
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The dates for transmitting the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts, which were scheduled to be transmitted at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas from July 11-17th, 2020, have been called into question. The reason is because Health
Department Officials from Mendocino County, California, who are friends and supporters of our programs,
visited us recently. They asked respectfully whether that given the corona virus now called Covid-19, we could
put a hold on large public gatherings for the time being. They want to protect us from negative public reactions
as much as they want Ukiah-area people to be protected from the pneumonia-causing virus. So we have
announced that the upcoming Guan Yin Recitation Session has been cancelled and the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Repentance this year will be limited to people already in the United States. Participants from overseas will be
requested to cultivate at your local monastery or at home this year.
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We know that many of you have already made plans to attend the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts transmission and
we don’t want to cancel it unless we are forced to do so by the conditions of a global pandemic. A proposed
compromise suggests that we wait and watch the progress of the illness in China and around the world until
mid-March. The organizers had already set March 15th as the day we would send out our confirmation letters
for attendees. If it looks like the disease has peaked and will be much less contagious by July, we will go ahead
and hold the Precepts transmission as planned. If, three weeks from now, the situation has not changed or if it is
worse, we will, with regrets, postpone the transmission until 2021. Someone suggested that this sort of illness
may become seasonal, and come back next year, but we will deal with that circumstance if and when it arises.
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Meanwhile, watch the news carefully, don’t cancel your plane reservations yet, and continue to recite the Great
Compassion Mantra for the many people affected by this still incurable virus. We will be back in touch in
mid-March with a clearer projection of the situation in July.
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Peace in the Dharma, JA#L k4

Rev. Heng Sure

Chairperson
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